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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with str i k e through . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

1 . (Previously Presented) An internal combustion engine exhaust gas purifying 
system having a continuous regenerating diesel particulate filter system in an exhaust passage 
of an internal combustion engine to oxidize and remove collected particulate matter by 
performing a regenerating-mode operation when a quantity of the collected particulate matter in 
a filter of the filter system to collect the particulate matter is greater than or equal to a 
predetermined judgment value for regeneration, comprising: 

collected-quantity estimation means for estimating the quantity of the collected particulate 
matter in the filter; and 

maximum-fuel-injection-quantity restricting means for restricting a maximum fuel injection 
quantity of the internal combustion engine when the quantity of the collected particulate matter 
estimated by the collected-quantity estimation means is greater than or equal to a predetermined 
judgment value for restriction, 

the maximum-fuel-injection-quantity restricting means restricting the maximum fuel 
injection quantity either during or not during the regenerating-mode operation, 

said predetermined judgment value for restriction being smaller than said predetermined 
judgment value for regeneration. 

2. (Previously Presented) The internal combustion engine exhaust gas purifying 
system according to claim 1 , further comprising: 

fuel restriction indicating means for indicating restriction of the maximum fuel injection 
quantity of the internal combustion engine when or while the maximum-fuel-injection-quantity 
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restricting means restricts the maximum fuel injection quantity. 

3. (Previously Presented) The internal combustion engine exhaust gas purifying 
system according to claim 1, wherein 

the collected-quantity estimation means estimates the quantity of collected particulate 
matter in accordance with a differential pressure between the upstream and downstream of the 
filter. 

4. (Previously Presented) The internal combustion engine exhaust gas purifying 
system according to claim 1 , wherein 

the continuous regenerating diesel particulate filter system uses one of the following 
three systems: a system constituted by making the filter carrying a catalyst, a system constituted 
by setting an oxidation catalyst to the upstream side of the filter, and a system constituted by 
making the filter carrying a catalyst and setting an oxidation catalyst to the upstream side of the 
filter. 

5. (Currently Amended) A method of purifying an internal combustion engine, 
comprising: 

estimating a quantity of particulate matter collected in a filter in the engine; 

oxidizing and removing the particulate matter collected in athe filter i n th e engine when 
the estimated quantit v a pr e ssure diff e r e nt i a l b e tw ee n upstr e am and downstr e am sid e s of th e 
fifef is greater than or equal to a first judgment value: and 

e st i mating a quant i ty of th e co lle ct e d particu l at e matt e r; and 

restricting a maximum fuel injection quantity of the internal combustion engine when the 
quantity is greater than or equal to a second judgment value, either during or not during the 
oxidizing and removing, 

wherein the oxidizing and removing are performed independently from the restricting of 
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the maximum fuel injection quantity, 

said second judgment value being smaller than said first judgment value. 

6. (Cancelled) 

7. (Currently Amended) A method of purifying an internal combustion engine 
comprising a fi l t e r , comprising: 

oxidizing and removing particulate matter collected in tbea filter of the engine when a 
pressure differential between upstream and downstream sides of the filter is greater than or 
equal to a first judgment value; and 

restricting a maximum fuel injection quantity of the internal combustion engine when the 
pressure differential an e stimat e d quant i ty of col le ct e d part i culat e matt e r i n th e fi l t e r is greater 
than or equal to a second value, 

said second value being smaller than said first value. 

8-9. (Cancelled) 
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